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Choosing the Right  Vintage  

At our last meeting Raymond Lee performed his excellent rendition of Brother Hammanôs óGemini Twins.ô  

After the performance he asked me a provoking question:  ñHow should he perform this type of effect for 

a large audience? ñ  My first response was that he should use jumbo cards.  My next response was that 

he should ask an audience member to come up to the front and perform the effect to her so that the 

whole audience could enjoy her surprise to the trick, if not the trick itself.  The problem with a packet trick 

of this type is that one needs to be able to read the pips on the playing cards in order to experience the 

magic.  From any distance, regular playing cards all tend to blend together, except for their colors.  

Therefore, many packet tricks are only supposed to be performed close-up. 

How then should a close-up performer like Raymond handle invitations to perform magic at parties?  He 

might bring his own performing table and set up in a corner where only a small group can gather round 

him at any one time to see his performance.  Another way is to perform a couple of parlor tricks for the 

whole audience and then tell the audience that you will spend the rest of the evening performing strolling 

magic for small groups while everyone else ómingles.ô   

Remember that the performer is in charge of when and how the entertainment unfolds for the evening.  

Choosing the right tricks for the right time is the biggest challenge any magician will face. 

Monthly Meetings 

Assembly 72 of the Society of 

American Magicians meets on the 

fourth Wednesday of every month at 

7:00 PM (business meeting) and 7:30 

PM for magic. We meet at the Ronald 

McDonald House, 2555 49
th
 Street in 

Sacramento (behind the UCD Medical 

Center). Prospective member are 

encouraged to visit us anytime! 



Our next club performance theme is Vintage Magic.  Itôs an opportunity to perform classical effects for 

the whole club.  In addition, we will have a show-and-tell of Historical Magic Memorabilia.  If you have a 

collectorôs item from yester-year, an old poster for instance, you should bring it in to share with the club.  

This is always a fun-filled event.  In the past, Iôve seen the most interesting magic props and souvenirs at 

events like this one.  This could be the best workshop of the year! 

Reminder to get your dues in (one last time): 

Itôs that time of year to renew your membership in the club.  The dues are $20. Please make your check 

payable to SAM Assembly 72 and send them to: 

Allen Greenberg 

5500 Oak Hills Ct. 

Carmichael, CA 95608 

Or, you can bring your check to the next meeting on Feb. 24th. 

This will be my last reminder. 

January Meeting Minutes: 

I was unable to attend the January meeting so I have no meeting minutes to share. I will also be unable 

to attend the February meeting so if someone will take minutes and performance information I would 

appreciate it.  If not, the next newsletter will be most brief. 

Thanks to David Wright for providing the information on Leroy and the other performers. 

 

Special Demonstration of Stage Hypnotism:  

Iôve never felt the need to hypnotize a stage but you never know. Just kidding, sorry that I missed this 

one because I was looking forward to it.  

Leroy Goodenough kicked of a new year of magical entertainment with a lively demonstration of stage 

hypnotism.  Leroy has taught classes on this subject over many years in the Bay Area and handed out 

various brochures, pamphlets, CDs and DVDs he used and marketed in the past.  He then showed us 

how he taught those classes and gave us first-hand experience in what it means to be hypnotized.  He 

called it óa condition of response techniqueô and left many in the room under a hypnotic spell until he 

woke them up again.  In one instance, Leroy turned Allenôs arm into a steal rod that couldnôt move until 

he commanded it melt into softness again.  It was a very special treat for everyone there to see.  

 

Performers for the evening: (Theme: Teach-A-Trick) 



The performance theme for this nightôs meeting was óTeach-A-Trick,ô a great way to start off the year.  

Ten performers took up the challenge this night.   

The star of the show, seven year old Miles Tresser was up first to show us his version of the Miserôs 

Dream.   

Up next was Lloyd Schaffer who performed and taught a Larry Becker routine, óMy Dream Numbers.ô  

Lloyd first handed out an envelope to a spectator in which, he said he had previously written a series of 

numbers gleaned from a dream he had the night before.  He asked various people in the room to give 

him a number from 1 to 9 until he had a 6 digit number written on a white board.  He than had someone 

open the envelope and read off the series of 5 digit numbers, all of which added up to the 6 digit number 

randomly picked by the audience!   

Joe Chez followed Lloyd and performed a trick he called óAddition/Subtraction Math Magic.ô  Joe asked 

the audience to provide him with a series of 3 digit numbers that he added up to revealed that they 

matched the number he had secretly written under a covered card.   

No to be outdone Leroy Goodenough showed us his unique one coin routine in which he magically 

produced and vanished a coin in a number of mysterious ways.   

Dale Lorzo then performed and taught a knot-on-rope routine in which the knot he tied on the rope 

magically dissolved but the knot a spectator tied on the rope stayed intact.   

Larry Impson performed óTrilogy,ô a card trick marketed by Alakazam Magic, a great effect.    

Allen Greenberg was up next and performed a neat trick using 5 colored bags, a selected card and 

someoneôs birthday to show that lucky winner of a $1 bill wasnôt as lucky as the performer who won $50!   

Ven Mendoza showed us how he defies the laws of gravity using water, glass containers and physics.  

He demonstrated various versions of this feat.   

Raymond Lee showed off his version of Brother Hammanôs óGemini Twins.ô   

In conclusion, David Wright was up last to perform a trick from óThe Essential Stewart James.ô  He let 

various audience members eliminate color, suits and numbers from a deck of playing cards until only one 

card was left.  He then proceeded to magically spell down to that very card. 

Until next timeé 

Iôm outta here,   

 



 

  

Murphyôs continues to support our club with a generous donation that allows us to award gift certificates 

to performers and members.  We couldnôt do it without them.  

 

                

Miles trying to help with the federal deficit.                        Joe hoping Milesô will support his Social Security. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   

You know the economy is getting bad when Larry and Raymond have to share the same card for their tricks. 

   

I canôt remember the last time I saw Allen perform             Miles making sure that Leroy doesnôt pull a fast one. 

and I missed this one. Way to go Allen! 

 

 



 

Lloyd showing where ñnotò to place the comma.           Ven showing that itôs okay to break the law of gravity. 
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