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Magiclaslh

Newsletter of the Society of %erican Magicians Assembly 72

Monthly Meetings

Assembly 72 of the Society of
American Magicians meets on the
fourth Wednesday of every month at
6:30 PM (business meeting) and 7:00
PM for magic. We meet at the Ronald
McDonald House, 2555 49" Street in
Sacramento (behind the UCD Medical
Center). Prospective member are
encouraged to visit us anytime!

2009 Assembly Officers

President:

David Wright 916-944-8454
wright.davida@sbcglobal.net
Vice-President

Dale Lorzo 916-481-2596
dalelorzo@aol.com

Secretary

Gary Berard 916-803-0346
berard.gary@gmail.com
Treasurer

Allen Greenberg 916-483-4345

WRIGHT WRITES

By: David Wright, President

allen.h.greenberg@wellsfargo.com
Board Member at Large

Richard Hill 707-678-8807 The Magic of ||9|I

rrhill@ucdavis.edu

Numbers are living vibrations. Everything in our life is based on numbers. The very way we communicate in this
world, with telephones, credit cards, street addresses, etcetera, we live in a sea of numbers. When we understand
this and learn to embrace numbers, we attract to us favorable and positive conditions.
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This year, 2009, i's a special year because |t gives us the
Numbers have all sorts of meaning and practical uses attached to them. But the number 9 may well be the most
magical. Consider the following examples of the power of 9:

1 The number 9 (  pinyin jib) is considered a good number in Chinese culture because it sounds the same as
the word "long-lasting" ( pinyin jib).

1 The Japanese consider 9 to be unlucky because it sounds similar to the Japanese word for "pain" or
"distress" (  kunrei ku).

1 The number 9 is revered in Hinduism and considered a complete, perfected and divine number because it
represents the end of a cycle in the decimal system, which originated from the Indian subcontinent as early
as 3000 BC.

91 The first 9 days of the Hebrew month of Av are collectively known as "The Nine Days" (Tisha HaYamim), a

period of semi-mourning leading up to Tisha B'Av, the ninth day of Av on which both Temples in Jerusalem

were destroyed.

In the Christian angelic hierarchy there are 9 choirs of angels.

A cat-o'-nine-tails suggests perfect punishment and atonement.

Important Buddhist rituals usually involve 9 monks.

In classical music the curse of the 9th refers to the superstition that a composer who writes a 9th symphony

will die soon. Beethoven, who left his Tenth Symphony unfinished, is regarded by the superstition as the

first victim of the curse.

1 Someone dressed "to the nines" is dressed up as much as they can be.

= =4 -4 =

One could write a whole book about the number 9. As you know, the Magic Square of 3x3, which contains a whole
universe of information encoded within it, is based on the numbers from 1 to 9. 9 represents completion of a cycle,
as the next number 10, when digitally compressed, becomes 1 + 0 which = 1 and thus a new cycle begins. 9 is an
Indestructible Number. If you multiply any number by 9 and add up its digits, it will reduce back to itself (e.g., 7 x 9
=63=6+3=29). Inaddition, the 9th power of 9 is 387,420,489, which is unique a number. Breaking it down, we
get3+8+7=18=9,4+2+0=6;4+8+9=21=3;and ultimately9+6+3=18=1+8=09.

Astronomically, there are 27 constellations in our galaxy, and each one of them has four directions. Furthermore,
27 x4 =108; (1+0+8) = 9. In other words, the number 9 covers the whole galaxy. And before 2006 (when Pluto
was officially designated as a non-planet), there were nine planets in our solar system.

There are many other examples showing why the number 9 is so magical. A human pregnancy normally lasts 9
months. It is stated that the heart rests in between beats for 9 hours a day. After all this, we still have the
icomprehensible derivations of the number 9 such as the disastrous 9/11.

For SAM 72, 2009 will indeed be a magical year. We will have many new meeting themes to get our creative juices
flowing. We will have lectures and magic competitions, the annual BBQ and Magic Auction, and of course we will
have comradery of each ot hers’ company at all of

Help us kick-start the year off right by joining us for our first SAM 72 meeting of the year on Wednesday, January
28" I f you make this meeting, you’' | | be on Cl oud
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December Meeting Minutes:

The open house at the Ronald McDonald House was held on Dec 6". Magicians from SAM 72
volunteered their time.

Then Christmas party was help on Dec. 13",
Our Treasurer reported that we still have money to the tune of $4.036.00

There was a balance leftoverinthe Mur phy és Gi ft Certificate bucket
to disburse the remaining funds to paid members in attendance. So it does pay to show up for meetings.

Members in attendance were: David Wright, Vik Berry, Gary Berard, Dale Lorzo, John Acono, and Alen
Greenberg. Raymond Lee, a guest, was not eligible for funds. (Time to join the club, Raymond. Wedb d
love to have you.)

Performers for the evening:

First up was Gary Berard, who took about twenty cards out of a card case. The cards were blank but
upon them had been written the names of various items that one receives as Christmas gifts. Dale Lorzo
selected one by picking his favorite of the twelve days of Christmas. Gary was then able to predict that
he picked the card with i i Fwridten on it and when the card case was open it contained an iPod Nano.
Unfortunately for Dale, Gary was not in a generous mood and Dale did not get the real iPod.

David Wright followed with a well choreographed effect. He had four wine glasses (empty to our
dismay). He then took four aces from the deck and an overworked Dale Lorzo gave him twelve other
cards from the pack. David then proceeded to place an ace and three other cards in each glass. The ace
in each glass was clearly visible. Dale is holding one of the three glasses. As David toasted Dale with
each of the other three glasses he made the aces vanish, only to end up in the glass that Dale was
holding. This was s very nice handling and presentation by David.

Dale Lorzo, tired of being an assistant, took to the stage with Herkimer the rabbit and his top hat.
Herkimer had been helping Santa and whenever Herkimer puton Santabs hat he woul d
different breed of rabbit (as evidenced by his change of color). For the finale Herkimer changes species
and becomesA Cl ancy ®©he CI| own

That wrapped up the evening and members stayed around and chatted and exchanged magical ideas. It
made for a nice ending of the last meeting of 2008.

This is the first newsletter done by the new secretary. The format is a bit different and will likely change
as | get the hang of this. Your suggestions are always welcome.



On a sad note, this December we lost the namesake for the local IBM
ring and a dear friend, Art Gross. Art was very active in the local magic
scene for many years and brought mystery and a smile to all who knew
him. He will be missed by all who knew him.

The obituary from the Sacramento Bee is reprinted below.

The following is from the Sacramento Bee:

Obituary: Art Gross led magical life as Victor St. Leon
By Robert D. Davila

bdavila@sacbee.com

Published: Tuesday, Dec. 23, 2008 | Page 4B

Art Gross, the acknowledged dean of Sacramento magicians who performed prestidigitation on stage as Victor St.
Leon for almost 70 years, has died at age 88.

He died Dec. 14 of heart failure related to old age, said his son, Kenneth.

Mr. Gross was revered by colleagues as a legendary magician and generous mentor. He was a founding member and
president of both Sacramento chapters of the Society of American Magicians and the International Brotherhood of
Magicians. In 1990, members renamed the local IBM group, Ring 192, after Victor St. Leon.

Practicing since he got his first magic set at age 7, he was a living link to vaudeville days, when magicians
performed in carnivals and "spook" shows. He delighted crowds at the 1939 Treasure Island world's fair and made
friends with top names in magic, including Oakland Magic Circle founder Lloyd Jones, Arthur "Francisco" Bull and
Harry Houdini's wife, Bess.

His trademark was sleight of hand, especially with cards. He never went anywhere without a deck and spent hours
manipulating cards through his fingers. He was an expert at shuffling a deck and spreading card fans with one hand,
and doing tricks with coins, scarves and steel links.

"Today, everybody tries to score with a quick trick,” magician Bob Brown said. "Art was not a quick trickster. He
knew you had to study and practice."

A building supply salesman by day, Mr. Gross spent evenings and weekends performing magic at lodges, banquets
and dozens of Christmas parties every year. He also tutored generations of new magicians with lessons that
emphasized technique and showmanship.

"He didn't teach just how to do a trick," magician Dale Lorzo said. "It was also about presentation and how to make it
entertaining."

Arthur Hartley Gross was born in 1920 and spent his early years in Milwaukee. His parents divorced when he was a
boy, and he moved with his mother to California and settled in Oakland. He graduated from Oakland Technical High
School in 1938.



He got ajob as assistant manager at the Alameda Theatre and married the head usherette, Ruth Schreiber, in 1942,
Two weeks later, he was inducted into the Army and served in the Signal Corps in Washington state and the
Philippines during World War II.

He settled in Sacramento by 1947 and reared three children with his wife, who died in 2006. He retired after more
than 25 years as a salesman for Atlas Shower Door Co.

Mr. Gross had a warm, engaging personality that served him well as a salesman and a magician, his son said. He
enjoyed telling jokes and sharing tricks and memories with younger performers.

"He always had stories from working in spook shows and working with sideshow barkers," Lorzo said. "He had a
passion for life and magic."

If you can attend the following, please do (information supplied by Dale Lorzo):

Celebration of Life
For
Arthur Hartley Gross

AnVictor St . Leono

The Celebration of Life along with a Broken Wand Ceremony for Art Gross will take place on Monday, January 19,
2009, at 1 :00 PM.

The location is the Northminster Presbyterian Church, 3235 Pope Avenue, Sacramento, CA 95821.

Northminster Presbyterian Church is near the intersection of Watt and Marconi Avenues. Pope Avenue is one block
north of Marconi Avenue right behind the Del Paso Country Club. It is very easy to find.

Artbés family invites all of his friends tomemomyi of &md hsahla
Leono Gross.

If you remember any stories, antidotes, witticisms or saying that Art used, could you please pass them along to

share in his biography? You can e-mail them to me at dlorzo@surewest.net. A number of years back when inquiring

how he was doing, Art regpéaaedéladimin ott hfee edrienagt ssoarwel I mysel
entertained for many more years before finally joining magi



The International Brotherhood of Magicians Ring 192, and
The Magicianbés Circle of EIl k Grove
present

Jim Pace

Voted "Most Likely to Deceive"
Jim Pace - A full -time magician, author,
creator, and lecturer of magic. Some of his
most popular products include: The Inviso
Torch, The Restaurant Workers Handbook,
Float FX, and Inviso Flash. Jim has 23
effects that are visual and stunning. He has
spent the last 25 years performing and
inventing magic for all audiences.

Wednesday, February 11, 2009
7:00 - 9:00 PM
Mission Oaks Recreation & Parks Senior Center
4701 Gibbons Drive, Carmichael

Admission: $10 for all club members; $20 for non-members
Jim's Lecture Includes: Turn back the time on someone's wrist watch while it is held in their
hand. Unravel a spectators tie; Poke your finger through somebody's shirt and leave no hole;
Produce a glass of water from nowhere; Shove your finger through a dollar bill with no damage
to the bill; Punishment is a three coin production where after the last coin appears...all vanish
instantly; Take a table knife and shove it through a dollar bill, yep no harm to the bill; The
Parallel Sleeve A sleeving technique that you will love doing; Bend a coin using a brand new
gimmick that will allow you to perform miracles; A substitute for the double lift; Tips on getting
tips; In The Hands Misers Dream; ESP BILL SWITCH a nice bill switch using a special gimmick.
Jim will demonstrate his most popular tricks for sale in the second half of his lecture. He
will talk with you about their development why they are part of his strolling magic gigs.
Plus a whole line of magic effects. It's like having a specialty store come to you!

For reservations and information about this lecture, call:
David Wright at (916) 944-8454, Gary Berard at (916) 803-0346, or Tony Borders at (916) 391-7269



Date Performance Theme Workshop Theme

Jan. 28 My Favorite Trick(s) Social Mixer

Feb. 25 Ball Magic Teach - A - Trick

Mar. 25 Comedy Magic Magic Themes for Kids

April 22 Chil drenés Magi c Social Mixer

May 27 Annual IBM / SAM Close-up Competition
June TBD Annual IBM / SAM Barbecue & Auction

June 24 No Sleight Card Magic False Count Card Moves

July 22 Money Magic Teach - A - Trick

Aug. 26 Mentalism Social Mixer
Aug. 12 Annual IBM / SAM Stand-up Competition

Sept. 23 Rope Magic Magic w/ Everyday Objects
Sept. TBD Annual Mission Oaks Community Show

Oct. 28 Magic that Tells a Story Historical Memorabilia
Oct. TBD PROPOSED: Community Show at Other Location

November - No meeting(s) this month.

Dec. 9 (2nd Wed.)

Dec. TBD
Dec. TBD

Silk/Handkerchief Magic Social Mixer
Annual RMH Toy Run - Strolling Magic

Annual Dale & Elaine Lorzo Holiday Party



